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Chapter of the voters on the register within ninety days after its
__1_ passage, provided that its suspension had been de-
manded either by two-fifths of the Dail or a majority
of members of the Senate. But this rule was not to
apply to bills declared by both houses to be necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety. The attempt to safeguard the rights
of the people proved to be illusory by reason of this
addition, for under it an Act, No. 8 of 1928, was hastily
passed which repealed Article 47 and left the Parlia-
ment free to alter the constitution at will by simple
Act. A logical sequel of this decision was the passing
of an Act, No. 16 of 1929, which extended to sixteen
years the period of freedom of change, and it may be
doubted if there is any chance of the constitution ever
becoming rigid as was originally proposed.
There is, however, one essential condition affecting
change; Article 50 sanctions only amendments of the
constitution within the terms of the scheduled treaty'
of 1921, and, what is still more important, the con-
stitution itself owes its being to an enactment of the
Dail Eireann sitting as a Constituent Assembly. That
body by its Constitution of the Irish Free State (Saor-
stat Eireann) Act, 1922, expressly gave legal effect to
the terms of the treaty and provided that "if any pro-
vision of the said constitution, or of any amendment
thereof, or of any law made thereunder, is in any respect
repugnant to any of the provisions of the scheduled
treaty, it shall to the extent only of such repugnancy
be absolutely void and inoperative, and the Parliament
and the Executive Council of the Irish Free State shall
respectively pass such further legislation and do all
such other things as may be necessary to implement